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ACADIA Innovative Academic Program Award of
Excellence

DigitalFUTURES Program at Tongji University

Represented by Co-Organizers Philip F. Yuan,
Professor at Tongji University and Founder of Archi-
Union Architects, and Neil Leach, Professor at Tongji
University, FIU, and EGS

DigitalF UTURES is a non-profit global platform for research and
education addressing the role of the digital in architecture and
design. The platform embraces all aspects of the digital, but has
a particular focus on computational design and digitally
confrolled fabrication

DigitalFUTURES organizes an annual series of activities
consisting of workshops, lectures, conferences, publications and
exhibitions. Instructors from some of the leading schools of
architecture are invited to run workshops, and leading architects
and scholars are invited to present papers at the conference.
These activities are hosted over the summer months by the
College of Architecture and Urban Planning, Tongji University,
Shanghai. In 2017 an international PhD program was added
DigitalFUTURES also publishes a series of books related to its
activities

DigitalFUTURES was established by Philip F. Yuan and Neil
Leach in 2011. Since then, it has grown steadily in popularity and
size. For the 2020 edition, Digital FUTURES became an online
global event called DigitaFUTURES Woarld, hosting over 80
worksheps, and attracting over 10,000 applications

The jury notes that: The Tongji University Digital FUTURES
program has emerged as a leader in the education of the next
generation of digital designers and researchers in the field. The
faculty involved in the program have heen at the forefront of
academic and research innovation

DigitalFUTURES2020 F 6 A 26 H.E X #

FOLLOW ACADIA

#ACADIAORG

ABOUT ACADIA

The Association for Computer Aided Design
in Architecture is an international network of
digital design researchers and professionals. We
facilitate critical investigations into the role of
computation in architecture, planning, and
building science, encouraging innovation in
design creativity, sustainability, and education

Learn more

2020 ACADIA CONFERENCE

Distributed Proximities

Acknowledging the volatile disruptions of
normal routines, Distributed Proximities aims
to explore the complex contours of the
moment by privileging operative modalities
and their {rejorganizational logics. The term
“distributed computing” refers to any parallel
computation process that partitions a
complicated task into discrete quanta
Originally relying upon an operating system
architecture with physically separated
processing nodes, the system’s connected
array structure is the source of its
robustness. In the current state of forced
semi-autonomy, a remarkable simulacrum
has emerged: diverse, ad hoc adaptations—
academia fragmented, distributed research,
bottom-up fabrication—that demonstrate the
resilience and ingenuity of the computational
design community in the face of crisis.
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